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I that day it ſhall be ſaid to Jeruſalem, Fear thou not : FORT): not - | 
thine hands be ſlack. The Lerd thy God in the midſt of thee is mighty ; I 
he will ſave, be will rejoice over thee with joy: He will reft 2 1 


love, be will j Joy over thee wy ſinging. * 
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J Prophet Zechariah, propheliedt at the Came ue 


with Haggai They both be gan their mini- 
ſtrations much —— 2 rn r the return of the 
Church from her captivity in Babylon; when the build- 


ing of Jeruſalem and the Temple. was both greatly re- 
tarded by its enemies, and neglected by its friendz. 
The main ſcope of the Prophet in this prophecy, is 
to excite and. forward the Jews to the up 
of Jeruſalem ; and, being encouraged by graciqus viſions 
an revelations, reſi the ſucceſs r of- : 
the work: He animated. the hearts, and ſtrengthened-the 
hands of the builders, by laying before them the ſame 

> > grounds of conſolation, whereby Fe was comforted : And, 

' _ ynder the good hand of God, the work was carried . 
ward, and that, over the belly of all oppoſition made 
thereto, from whatever quarter it. did ariſe, __.. 

In'the preceding chapter, the Prophet has two ſpecial. 
and comforting v ns: The one, of a man among the 
myrtle- trees, which were in the bottom, that is, of Chriſt.” 
in his deſpiſed Church. The other, of four s, (by 
which we are to underſtand the enemies of the Church); 
and of as many carpenters. by whom theſe horns were 
to be cut off, 
In this chapter; he has another pleaſant Short He 
ſees a man with a meaſuring line in his hand, whereby he 
is given to know, that Jeruſalem ſhould be built; and 
the Temple reared up. And, as the oppoſition "% 
to the work was to be managed both with open: L 
violence, and a load of the moſt ä reproach. 
In the words of the text, the Lord engages himſelf by | 
promiſe, to defend ther from both theſe kinds of perſe- | 
| arch From 8 — by being a wall of 2 N 
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OS, that is the Church of God,” the ſpiritual Jorg, . 


F ee to his Church and people, from that kind of 


d her à wall of fire round about Jeruſalem:“ "As if the Eord 


2 


5 1 © 


o * * 
— 0 © F 


2 * * "'Y | 9 
a. 0 0 OY ” 
a : 5 = I» ; > * 2 = + * 
. b > = \ nd 8 9 4 S 0 * 
+ e — - V = LY - - 4 
: l K« -& » . . Mm * * 2 * 
- — | ” 
: 3 "A & es = 8 - * LE 
* — 8 = . — * % © 
* , YE = : = - - 
m_— 0 * x by 4 / * * 2 
= 5 . —_ - 
= 
< 


eas 1 * 7 _—_ 8 

b . of Ber. For I, faith” 2 2 2 ang W 4 
* <-unto ber a wall of fire round about, and wilt be he 
glory in the midſt of. her.“ Glorious things indeed, 
/-are here {| ken of the city of our God : And Were faith SON 


= x with what pleaſure and delight, Would vr 
b them? ' This promiſe, is à 1polt 
enriching, and 1 comforting legacy left to the Church; the 
improvement of which, will not fail ta Cd 
thy werden confolation- in . the very worlt of times. 
8 I. 2.00 Author of ro 


ce Jae Mites Ode of Meng ber Kb: Þ — 4 
am both able and ray; es do all for her, whic . cot 8 
- dition at any time, can poſſibly call for at my hand; 

' 2, We may obſerve the object of the promiſe, van. 


called Mount Zion, and the city of the living God, 
Heb. XII. 22. For, though, the promiſe ſpeaks p 
immediately concernin the ſafety and Won of the 

--Warth Jeruſalem, in which did dwell the worldly fandd- 
- "ary : It is intended, ultimatel and chiefly, to ſet fur 
tlie ſafety and glory of the heavenly Jeruſalem, or the 
'» goipel. Chureli; as is abundantiy obvious from the Teope - 
and delipn of this whole propheſy: 

3. We may obſerve the promiſe itſelf, confiſting of two 
breche wry 

The jr /? trig: forth, that preſervation which the Lord 


© perſecution which is often carried on againſt them with 
violence and rage. I, ſaith the Lord, will be unto 


had laid, tho” at preſent in a very defenceleſs ſtate, and 
as yet without a material wall; ſhe need not be afraid, 
. I Will Be unto her 2 wall, and that of the moſt m 

able nature; a wall of fire. A wall in which there 


A bor be the ſmalleſt breach. It ſhall be round abobʒt 


Ae So that from whatſoever quarter tha enemy may N 
e to aſſault her, he thy tas, pr 19 W e 1257 N 


beck they pitched 
them, to deter lrg or other wild b 
upon them, ar diſturbing their Ne 
niſhingly glorjous 5 4x of,” pref 
ar of cloud and fire, which: . Hear "RY 
Egypt into the promiſed land: And by which; they weren 
not only leck and directed in their fovevat journies, but 


alſo protected from the fury of their raging ad werft 
in Promiſe 


To this the Prophet Iſaiah evidently 
moſt ſimilar to this, chap. iv. 5. And 1 1 
« create upon every: dwellings place of mount Zion, 
«© upon her 5 a * . — A 9. 
% the ſhining of a 1 e 3 ue 1 
99 * the glory e Glenn, | Ws 

The '/econd branch of the promiſe, preſents, us n 


c And will be the glory in the mi f her.“ God * 
has taken up his reſt in id Jeruſalem; he is known: 
in her palaces for a refuge; and from thence, he ſkines_ 
forth as her glory. He is often faid to be in the mut 
of the Church, Iſa. xi. 6. and to walk in 0 os, 
Church, Rev. i. 13. And when he fait 
glot in the miuſt of her, reſpe& may be 
tion of the Ark in the con — Itech) wi ile they  ] 
journeyed unto, the typical reſt. It was ſituate in che 
midſt uf the cong S and being eminently typical 
of our Lord Jeſus „ i chene fene ee glory f 
Iſrael, 1 Sam. iv. eb '- ehe 
4. Laſtly, We may obſerve the en of the 
miſe, as to its accompliſnhment. I faith the Lord, 7 
« be unto her a wall of fire roundiabout; and. will be the 
glory in the midſt of her. The Lord hath ſaid it, and 
therefore, let Jeruſalem believe it for her comfort; and 
her enemies to their confuſion. God hattMfpoken;in his 
holineſs, let us take pleaſure in it; and firmly truſt his 
faithful word: For he is not à man, that he anus ans Nur 


che fon of man. e ne 
le 


8 „2 
ner 1 0 3 3 1 FEA US 
wh Church in. the W of $; that coy 
>. Chriſt, has eng Ngagec ed himſelf by proglth. to be a Wall of |. 
"fire round about her, and the fc in tlie midſt of ky 

, faith the Lord, will. be ynto 5 wall of fire. 

; © about, and will be tiie glory in the midi of her 
1 The doctrine being evident from che text, in . 
5 From! it, through grace, 1 Na ende aver o abſerve the 
by Following method. 


4 contained in the text. 2 
il. Speak: bf the Lord oe wall of fire round about his 
© Church and people. * 
III. Enquire in wt reſpects he diy be ful bo be the. 
| glory. in the. midſt of the Church. 


. Offer ſome reaſons; why the Lord has ped - 
himſelf by promiſe, to be a wall of fire round about the 


| e e eee 8 
The firſt „ae, is to mention Goats things inplied-in the 


2 e 
1 i/t, The 3 nie chat the Church bath 


{ſtrares, that the has her enemies round about her alſo. 
The Church is often ſet upon by perſecution and open 
violence ; the is frequently infeſted with hereticks and falſe | 
teachers, 2 Pet. ii. 1. © But there were falſe prophets 

e alſo among the opts even as there ſhall be falfe 
4 teachers among you, who ſhall bring in privily damnable 

i hereſies, even denying the Lord who bought them, and 
ee bring upon themſelves ſwift deſtruction. Zion is oft 
in danger, even from the ſons ſhe has brought up. Hence, 
the Apoſtle Paul tells the elders of the Church of Ephe- 

ſus, that even of their ownſelves, men ſhould ariſe ſpeak- 

ing perverſe things, to draw. away diſciples after them, 
Acts X. 30. And as we have heard from the Holy Ghoſt, 


— 


ppealing in his word; ſo have we ſeen it, in the city of 


- N c 


enemies. That ſhe needs a wall, a wall round about — 1 | 
:and/facha wall as the text informs us of, plainly demon- 
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1 There 2 bed e ing, and to dhe 


end there will be, Tome, to oppoſe the purity of gol 25 ; 


doctrine in the Church; ſome to oppoſe her, government 


and diſcipline, and others to erideavbur to calf che veil of” | 


ſuperſtition and will-worſhip over the purity and ſimplici 


of her divinely inſtituted acts of "worſhip and homage, -' 
The Church and people. of God, are an eye · ſore to Sata m 
and a prophane world; and therefore they are cotitinkally -. 
plotring miſchief z inſt them. Hence is. that exhor tation, 


1 Pet. v. 8.8“ Be ſober, be vigilant, for your adverſary 


« the devil, as 4 rbring lion, watketh about. ſeeking whom - 4 
© he may devour. Our Lord warns his diſciples: *and - 
in them all his followers, to the end, that what they base 


to expect from the world, is tribulation, John xiil. 23. 
In the world ye ſhall have ulation. © © 

2. The promiſe implies, that the Church in herſelf cc 000. 

ſidered; is no equal match for her enemies. She, com 

ratively conſidered, is but a ſmall city, and her intiabitahs 

few and weak. The Church is but a little flock. The 


ſheep of Chriſt's paſtyre- are but as a few lambs in the 


midſt of many ravening wolves. The Church and people 


of God have found cauſe, in all ages, to adopt the language 


of Jehoſhaphat, 2 Chrofi. xx, 12. © We have no might 
«againſt this 1 0 company that cometh àgaiuſt us; 


and, to join WI 


« Lord who was on our ſide, when men n up agai 
« us; then they had ſwallowed us u 1 „When their 
ce wrath was kindled againſt us: Then che waters had 


« overwhelmed us, the 40 gone over our ſoul. T 


3. The promiſe-implies, that however weak the Church 

js, in herſelf conſidered, ſhe has a ſufficiency of ſtrengtiRn 
in her glorious Head, to 'overmatch the power and policy -* 
of her moſt potent and ſubtile adverſaries, © I, ſaith the 
Lord, will be unto her a wall of fire round about, and 
6% will be the glory in the midſt of her.” The Lord of 


Hoſts is ever upon her ſide, and the God of Jacob is her 


* 


refuge, Pal. Alvi. 7. However many and ſtrong her ene- 


mies be, her King paſſes on before her, and Jehovah is on 


the Pſalmiſt, ſpeaking in the name of the | 
Church, Pſal. cxxiv. 2, 3, 4. If it had not been the 


9 2 
4 


her head ; and al her enemies muſt be fo bare; - 3 


| Micah: 


8 Fe "T's : th 8. 
S re then £ 
and have paſſed 


is be. 


and ST Lc out by it; e Kine 5 paſs 
+... 


-* Bod re them, the Lord on the head 
 B ns '* Happy art thou, O Tirael : TOS 
3 WD booths fired by the e e dd of d 
"ir Kel and who is the ſword of thy excellenc and thi 
| * enemies ſhall be found lars unto thee, = thou wan 
"ve . read upon their high places.” ? 
| N 4. 
condeſcends to our ſimilitudes, and ſo to adapt himſelf * 
"to our weak capacities, as to ſet himſelf in eyery Ji 
| that may dend moſt for the comfort of = people in the 
A ot trial. Are they at any time.expoſed to open vie- 
F Then, he tells them, He will be a wall of ee 
'F | round: about. them. Are they at any time expoſed to rer 
> proach ?.. And, (tho” the excellent 8 of the 25 
dounted as the lng .of all chings Then, he 
Peres them, be will be the glory in 18 michi of them, 
However low therefore, they may at any time be he 
by their enemies; they have always cauſe” to triumph in 
Fim, faying with the Prophet in name of che Church, 
| © Rejoice not me, O mine enemies: When Eau .. 
oo] 1 ariſe ; when 1 ſit in darkneſs, the Lord ſhall be. 
* a light unto me, I. Will bear the indignation of wo. 
XS 55 Lord, becauſe 1 have: ren e inſt him, 8 
e my cauſe, and re jud Geber me: He will b 
* 2 me forth to the li — ſhall behold his ping 
1 r es neſs. - Then the due is mine enemy mall ſee 1 Wn, and 
dc ſhame mall cover her who ſaid unto me, Where is the 
Lord thy God? Mine eyes ſhall behold her Now 
. = ſhall ſhe be troden down as the mire of the ſtreets.” 2 
5. The promiſe implies, that the ſafety, beauty, and 
52 of the e Church ſtand and fall together. In the eaſe 
- of any particular Church, the Lord is no longer a wall of 
fre NR about ber, than he is the glory in the midſt 
of her. When any Church lets go bs glory; the. 
of purity in her doctrine ; the glory ry of a faithful im- 
NN exerciſe of the ſword of diſcipline ; the. glorious 
ak and government her 
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Head has appointed | in her; 
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n 112 50 fron e 


ternal confiderations, ſach as the favour 


fing 223 e when once the glory uf the 


FA pes rope from the Cherub, 'w 


heren * 
tw the thre Md the hobſe ; es Ron frond Seas ; 


of rheir ſaft-gnard and defence, var by. 175 
How far che glory in the above reſpeRs, is 
the Churches of Britain and Ireland, and in 2 
manner from the Church of Scotland, is no len 
than lamenrable, to every ſpiritual obſerver. And Nane no 
leſs to be lamented, that zeal for the declatative 


God, and a meer for the maintenance of purity, in be- 


trine, diſcipline, worſhip, and government, is greatly upon 


the decline, even among thoſe who have been led” oe a : 


eſpouſe a teſlimony for the ſame. ty is aboun 
and, alas! gur love is waxing cold. We HT 
much propriety, adopt the Apoſtle's complaint, 
All ſeek their own, not che * which. are Jefi 
ce Chrift's. 32 


- 6 Vhe LET Jeaptiesthar a che Churth and abril 4 
of God, have in reality nothing to fear inthe way of their 


walking with God, and worthy of bim: So, he woulck 
not have them tb give way to deſpondency whatever 
oppoſition they may meet with from hell and earth in ©! 
the way of duty. There were many. to. oppoſe. the 
building of Jerufalem, and the inſtruments to be employ-' 


ed in the work; but comparatively few in number, and 


their ſtrength {inal : Let, the Lord would have them 
take courage, and not be afraid; ſeeing, he would be a 
wall of fire round about them, and the 8 ary in the midſt 
of them. And to the ſame purpoſe is that. promiſe, Ia. 
xliii; 2. © When thou paſſeſt through the waters, I will U 
with thee; and through the rivers, they ſhall not over- 
flow thee : When thou walkeſt through the fire, thou 
| 2 3 not be burnt ; neither ſhall the flame ng upon 
ce.””.- | 


way 1 TON, » 4 "ak K 4 
and protection [ 


the potentates of the earth; yet her defence is in reality” 
an e We te fs the ef OT OY | 


with too x 
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137 Laſtly, The 
eratiop of what the Lord has 
| for the Church, and what he bas promiſed. gk 12 . 
he to do to, and for u rea ad end, I more 
+ ,Juthae: t to ſupport her under the ſoreſt prefſures and ca, 
2) 1, 2iragt may at any time be tilled Wich. When 
| r belie yer begins to 
Las ng. Toney, © is not od account. of 
of the enemy, but the want of 
promiſing God. It was. not the number and 
Is 5 PR coqrs Neon of Canaan,that- niade the 
| Mars ſent to ſpy the land, „ 
„ r Num. xi. 25. 0 e. AT faith in 
the promiſe cv. 11. *% nts ve 
3s kodof Chan, the lot 5 8 


2 1. The /econd head in the e e * 


e 3 wall of fre about. his danch poly. 1 
- Where, yoo: | — 


Firſ, We may n view o the wall itſelf. Secondly, 
N quality of it, as ſer furth in the * 
aw | 

Then, as to the wall It is God himſelf. 1. Cath i 
| { Lond, will de unto her a wall of fire round. about. 
the, mountains are ronmd about Jeruſalem, . 

Lord 15 round about n from henceforth,” - 
4 cv. 2. All the ons and attributes of the 
ue nature, as d . in the perſom of 
. wall. reſence „ his omniſcience, Wiſdom, power, 
e mercy, love, and faithfulneſs. And to.theſe, f 
ve may add, the doe of his ſpecial providence, which, 
Satan, the head of all that oppoſition Wich is at any time 
- made the Church, found to be a wall of fire, 
2 * &rough which, he was by no means able to penetrate; 


: faith he, 4 Halt thou not made a hedge about him, | 


to wit, Job,). and about his houſe, and about all that 
- & he hath on every (ide ? Thou haſt bleſſed the work of 
-« his hands, and his ſubſtance-1s increaſed,” ©. 
ad, As to the nature of this wall, we are told, that it 
5 * fire.” And | we think, the expreſſion is intended. 82 
1 TS | 5 Te 


"% , — 


of your inheritance,” it 


ry a - 
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iouſly conſpire in making up 1. 's | 
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ix. 3. Underſtand therefore, this 


_ rible and affeQting to their enemies. 


* 4 * 


br n ſer furch the Terrible Mates 
| Lordis ſometimes pleaſed to 


* 11 *. > work „ 
i eh 
appear in behalf of his Church? 


_ and People, and againſt their enemies. A wall of fire- 
mult be very terrible; and with God is terrible majeſty? 


Atcordingly, we find, that when he was execu 
awful, though juſt. judgments u 


the Canaanites, 


oy, 


ſaid to have * gone before his People as flaming fire Deut. 


* fach Moſes to 


Iſrael, that the Lord thy Godis he that goeth over be. 
* fore thee, as a conſuming fire.” The Lord is ſometimes © 


their enemies, Pſal. bxv. 5. 2 Chron. Sti. 20, 21. 


eaſed to anſwer the prayers of his oppreſſed heritage, 
in the way of inflicting moſt affecting judgments a 


2 


the tremenduous appearance our Lord Jeſs is to make to 


all his enemies at the laſt day, we are told, is to 


be in 


flaming fire; 2 Theſ. i. 7. 8. 2 The Lord Jeſus ſhall be 


<« revealed from heaven with his mighty angels; in -flam- 4 


© ing fire, taking vengeance on them that know not God, - | 


« and obey not the 
2, The miner 


people, is ſometimes no leſs man 


and eyidences, has the Eord condeſcended to give of 


Foy 
knowledge, that the finger of God was in them ; 


ſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” - 
expreſſion intimates, that the pro» 

tection rhe Lord vouchſafes to grant to his Church and. 
Melt and viſible, than ter- * 

Many viſible wy 


regard for his his Charch, and of his diſpleaſure with. his 0 
her enemies. So obfervable were his Its upog 
pt, that even the miniſters of Satan, be ove! ko. gc- 


viii: 19. Then the magicians ſaid unto Pharaoh, This . 
« is the finger of God.” And ſo mavifeft was the Lords 
hand in the deliverance of the Church from her thraldons *; 
and bondage in Babylon, That ſhe did not only ſee it hers”. 


ſelf, but even the heathen were 0 
his might, Pſal. cxxvi. 2. . 

„ heaben, The Lord hath * great things for 
Moſt fi 


gnal have the appear; 


ed to acknowledge 
faid they bore the the 0 


ances been which the Lord 


has been pleaſed to make in behalf of his: Church in 
theſe lands; e at our Reformation from pope- 


ry, and at the memorable 


Revolution, when he cut te 


cords of” an b ungodly crew, we all their mu 2 
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IE. 2 ei nw. | . q [ie "x 
1 to xeath che oe of Popery-again hot οοjꝓ½ 
| And we have reaſon to acknowledge to his -prails, 


at, ſince that time, he has been pleaſed, once and again* © 
c blaſt the deſigns of the emiſlaries of the man ef in, 


— 
q 
s 
* 


| E * intending do deprive us of our moſt precious. iiber- 
FU 8, both civil and religious. 7 N 2 


3 . The expreſſion intimates, that God is an active defence "I 
3s the people. A'wall of fire, mult dae only defend and ._ 

Pear off an enemy; but it muſt exceedingly offend and 

E- diſtreſs thoſe againſt whom it flames. Though. God is 

often pleaſed, for wiſe. and holy ends and purpoſes, th 

bear long with his, and his peoples enemies; yet, when 

$ his. patience and long: ſuffering is abuſed by them, inſtead 


of their being thereby led to repentance, he Will whet his 
E glittering ſword, and his hand will take hold of judgment, 
god then ſhall he render a recompence to his enemies; 
E yea, the Lord ſhall ſwallow them up in his wrath, and 

A the fire Vous 133 Lu Xxi. 9.” weary | 
E hot. being always ſpeedily executed againſt an evil work, 
the worker is ready to conclude, That God is like linſelf 2 
. A he approves of his ſin, Pſal. I. 21. But let tt 
E> deluded adverſaries to God, and his Church and people, 
| conſider, that if they finally perſiſt in their enmity to he 
Lord, and his hidden ones; their violent dealing will in. 
evitably fall upon their own guilty heads; Pſal. beiit 21. 
God ſg!l wound the head of his enemies; and the hairy 

1 fcalp of ſuch a one as goeth on ſtill in his treſpaſſes. 
4. When the Lord faith, he will be unto the Church | 
Wall of fire round about; as much is intimated, as that 
e is an impregnable defence unto her. There is na 
breaking in uporr a wall of fire. It is, true indeed, tze 
Lord is ſometimes pleaſed, for wiſe and holy purpoſes, to 
- "ſuffer his Church in general, and the believer in particular, 
to be brought very low by their enemies, before he inter- 
poſe for their deliverance. This has moſt frequently been 
- the caſe, and will continue to be the caſe with the Church 
While in her militant ſtate: But ſuch diſpenſations of pro- 

' vidence, have been, and ſtill ſhall be 195 over · ruled and 
- managed by infinite wiſdom, love, and grace, as that they, 
tend in the event to promote and advance her real good, | 
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ede dend ee das ; 
| build my Chureh; and the 
againſt her,” Matth. vi- TI 
ſays the” Apoſtle, Rom., Wii. 28. “ We know that 
- things work for good to them who lows - * 
7 be een e e e e eee OY 
poſa. ...-- 41-447 er e 
* Loftly, The manner of. exprotiion intimates, that all ; 
mount. Zion, they ruſh upon 

All the enemies of God and his Church, and bu 
e and thorus before the fiery flame; — which 
her God. can. maſt eaſily break, and. burn them 
Ia, Xvi. 4. Who would ſet the: briers riers and horns. | 


« ;againſh, me in battle ? I would g h 
« would: burn chem up together. eee 
witneſſes, we are told, that ire 


out of their 

mouth, whereby thein enemies ave devoured; Rev. xi. „ 
« And if any. man will hurt ther, fire proceedeth out 
e their mouth, and devoureth their adverſaries: And if 
Tn | 
66 3 : 4 +32: 0 


III. The third head in the method, was to enquire in 
what reſpects the Lord may be fd tbe the glory i the 
1. It has been the p privitege of the Charch, ht banner 
for a ſeaſvn;. was pleaſed to ſojourn with her. upen 1 
earth; John i. 14. The Word was made fleſh, 
glory of the world, in a moſt ſingular, „ * 
As long as J am in the world, I. am N 
cone. | 


">. 


r in humau nature. Her 1 0 in Lf 
was pleaſed to become a partaker of fleſh and 5 
lory, the glory a 
« of the only begotten . of the Tabel fall ot 3 
4 truth.” In this reſpedt he, called himſelf; the 155 


mid(t of the Church. Aud, ; 
Se in th mt of her, in reſpect * 2 with - 
be a T0 | 
1. dwelt among us (and we beheld his 

« world.” But: as it as not expedieny 175 


nue with the. Church on earth, in reſpec of na} 
ſence, after he had. g] orified” God here, and - finiſhed the 
work. given him to do: His e "i the- e 4 
p rs 
ig 7 x 


" — 


pre- 


1 . received him, and that wo thy er 


* — he to his di 
tem, as to his bodily preſence; Yet a little while, and 
che world ſeeth me no more * but ye ſee me: Bec 
Ihe, ye ſhall live alſo,” John. xiv. 19. At his aſcens 
> "Gor, the laſt words, it is probable, which: the diſs 
5 heard him expreſs, contained that moſt gracious and com- 
ſorting promiſe, we have; Math. xxviti. 19, 20. That 
be would be preſent with his Church, in and by his foie, 
until the myſtery of God ſhall be finiſhed. . And after his 
reception into glory, the beloved diſciple bad, in viſton, 
à⁊ moſt comfortable view of him as in the midſt of the 
Church, Rev. i. 13. And I aw; In the midſt of the ſe- 
*yen candleſticks, one like unto the Son of man, clothed 


4 that, both in themſelves conſidered, and in the eye of all 


* 


- ordinances 
to the believin ſoul, than tongue can fully expreſs. Hence 


e. 
che go 
335 
| Fu the Fame of de d rom that day ſhall be, Tay 


6 aA -. 


of all things. 


. He is the glory-in the wilt of dhe Check id 


ſpect of his real” 


and ſpiritual ence. Hence 
a lietle b before 8 from 


« with a garment down to the foot, and girt about the 

paps with a golden girdle.” Ves, the very name of 
goſpel ] Jeruſalem, is, The LoRD is there; Ezek.xlviii, 

was round about eighteen thouſand meaſures : 


, LORD 1s THERE.” 


of 
There is a real beauty and glory in divine ordinances ; 


is ordinances, which are the ſymbols of his pr 


.” fpiriraal diſcerners; however mean and contemptible 
may appear in the light of a carnal world. They are all 
marked with the beautifying ſtamp of his authority, and 
in and by them, he is pleaſed to manifeſt the glory of his 
wer, love, grace, and wiſdom, His people ſee his 
power and glory in his holy place; Pfal. Ixin.-2. The 
of 'God, have in them more glory and' beauty. 


they are diſpoſed to cry out with wonder, © How amiable. 


e are thy tabernacles, O Lord of hoſts ! Pſal. laxxxiv. 1. 


And with what eſteem and regard, do we find the ſpouſe 


| Den of divine . Cant. i. 16. Our bed is 
3 : & green 


He is the glory in the midſt of the Church i in Ae IS 
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IF I, 122.4 aithful 
Prtes of B 
ie oli v. 20. Now. we are amt 

Chr © as though God, did befecch you by:us.; we 
4 nk, e fork Wege pat, te 1 

EEE cf pen are 

in em, to be repr * v ent w 3 

Gharch in and by hel ee ret 


only in ſo far as he is pleaſed. to e N ge 
1 e, he fy. 9 1 AL 

ly, He is glory in m t 
1 Ss Dawn 0 whey ins e 
Fats, 1k n l that glorious 
any, of the ſons men are made — — of, i 
him, . True C members, are glorious: \ 3. 
their cloathing is of wrought gold, Pfal. xly. 13. . 
this beauty and glory, in which the ſaints do ſhine in the 
kingdom of grace here, and ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs. of } 
the firmathent in the kin dom of glory, 3 through 
c e Wann: em: And e glory of all they 
are, and of all that, by his , they are made ta en. 
joy, will forever center in in their harmoniouſly. - - 
united expreſſions of eternal — and thankſgiving in 
* * above: According to the Apoſtle's earneſt 
ni. 21. Unto oi glory n 

2 2 E Jeſus, ee, * es, pl n 


cc end. Amen.“ 4 in 


W. The fourth bead in the method, was th enquire, * 
wherefore the Lord has engaged himſelf hy promiſe, to 
be a wall of fire about the church, and the glory in 8 1 
midſt of her? And 3/t, This muſt be Teſolyed i ſayereign= | 
'ty. All the promiles, and this among the reſt, take their 
riſe from free, rich, and ſovereigy love and 3 and 
not from any good qualifications, real or ſuppo fed, in the 
ebjects they reſpect: Hence the promiſes are. ſaid to be 

_ given 


the glory of. Chriſt, 2 Cor. vis. 13. And 
«7 *1236 7 


©. | 


* their help in the day of trouble : Bot will moſt 
ſuccour and fu 
'}- . verfaries, whe 


- enemies 


s p al, eveũ in troublous times; 


e EDEN 1 


2 
. 5 — 
[A 


ee fv ne 12 
E Het, in the perſon pf His Sum; Eph: * 9 e 
perchaſed her with his own blood ; Acts, 12 55 
$love'to her, that the Js as 2 ſeal upon 


E 6 
aut. viti. 6. And her are ara 


FEE xl. 16. Yea; fo dear art his people 
whoſoever woocherh tem to their hurt; 


3 touch che apple of his eye; Zech. fi. . Aae cher | 
&toucheth you, toucheth the apple of his ey 6.55 235 
. He has vided to” be 2 will of the 'the 


* Ent, and os Flory in the mdft of her, becanſe bf her 
Datura veakneſt. The Church is weak in herſelf cöni. 
Fereqd, and ſhe has many enemies to contend wich. Ma- 


ties Be wn trials which the Lord in hbly: provi- 
it his Church ad people vo full 
ven 


- and for ei is encouragement amidſt them all. 
them nwft us aſſurances, that he will not fail 0 bf | 


A dne ihookd fink and faint under them, de hat yi 


them againſt every aſſault of th 
er from ee be froke within. . 
now e in her experience, ah That 155 
ave often come in upon her ke a flood and 
ſue may de affired, chey will continue to do ſo; büt, for 


Church 


her comfort, ſhe has the faithful promife of him, with 
whom: it is im 


: per (half li 


flible to lie; „ Thar the ſpicit of the 
tk vy the ſtandard againſt them,” Ifa. hx. 
And therefore, ſhe may adopt the words of the 
Prat. XXXIi, 7, © Thou 

thou ſhale preferve me from 
n me Four with MN 


4 The 


my hiding place 
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the houſe wherein he ne * 


Pfal. cxxxii. 13. The Lord bath choſen Zions' He hmm 
cc. deſired it for his habitation This is my reſt for eder: 


% Here will Tdwell, for- have 'defired it. Jeruſalem A 


Pak. xvii 2. and there. 


is the city eel ores 
fore he will eſtabll 


1 
- 
: 


own; Pfal.-hoxxvii. * 
is the houſe of his glory; Pur, therefore, the e what 
he will plorify with his preſence; "1500093 2404 dg 
©. Te ey, well fare, and proſperity of the-Church, 1 


wa the advancement and manifeſtation'of' the declac 


rative glory 
be her ſafe- 
love, and faithfulneſs; ate illuſtrioufly diſplayed 
of, and conduct about the Church; Pſal. cii. 16. When 
„ En TR 
« glory. — | 

6. Laftly, The Church is 
peculiar treaſure; his bride and ſpouſe. True Church 
members, are his dear children, the travel of his ſoul; 


Iſa. Hi. 11. Now, every one naturally cares for his own 1 | 


The loving huſband will not ſee the wife of his boſom ſuf. 
fer wrong, while it is in his power to afford her help: 


Nor the affectionate father the children he dearly loves: 


And are we once to ſuppoſe, that tho e ee 
in whom s flow, will not vindicate and defend 


thoſe from all real hurt and injury, upon whom 2 © 


faxes * lp rg love 2 


v. The ft in the method, was 10 make fog 


„ and, 
F e e bee 2 
1. From what has been ſaid, ae N 

Church of God is a city, and cannot be removed; 

but muſt abide for ever. Her God is her wall of defence, 


and that round about: And in the midſt of her, he i, 
and ever will be the glory. As the mountains are 


« round about Jeruſalem, ſo the Lord is round about hie 
cc people, from hencefurth ever for ever, Pal. cxxv."2; 


With what ſweet delictation, may all the nuine children 


of Zion fing that ſong ! * xxVi. 1. “ We have a ſtrong 


of God im the world; and therefore he will 
„and ber glory. His wiſdom, power, 
in his care 


city; 


e his ker. A 


— 


kn: be beautiful as Tirzah, comdly as 


3 thi 
3 ©  cmpadtly built together. 


F=n- 
| "adwoctther -mich-bar mall a6-Gnm. All the true citjzens, 
by a real and vital union, joined tg bim, - who'is the 


und conſequently to one another in him, 
wmünion with him, and with one another in him, ſuitable to 
te nature of that union. He is round about the city, not - 
n a wall of defence, but alſo as a wall of conjungtan. 

den Col. ü. 19. From which all tie bady, b 
3 by joints and bands, having nouriſhment miniſtred, and 
. knit together, incresſeth with the increaſe. of God. 
N We may ſee, that the Church is. az very honourable 
parated from, and exalted 


Vall of fire; and is. not reckoned among. 


— — _ 
8 


n rg wry oo Jervlalew's wall abe ker 
| Sten ſhould. make her gates praiſe. 8 


. We may ſee, whence it is, that: the Chniyelis.ſakd | 
as Jeruſalem, and ter- 
7 her God: is 4 wall 


Fible as a8 army with banners. N. 


for her beauty; but al- 
1 for the terror and amatement, into which her inoft 
t adverfaries have been ſometitnes caſt, upon the ve- 

xy fight of her 3 Pſal. xlviü. 4, 5, 6. „For lo, the ki 


Were 


c it, and ſo. they ; they 


4. haſled away. Fear took hold pon thety there; and ** 


166 as of a woman in 


We may ſee, that the n only a irony d. 
- ty, and terrible to her enemies; but ſhe is like wiſe a city 


eruſalem is builded a3 a City that is compu 'toge- 
cxxii. 3. The whole city is joined; and cotapac- 


are, 
glory in the midſt of them.. And, being; unite unto hin, 


Have: all om 


Acker. She is a ſociety, ſe 
above che world. She dwells — incireled with her 
the nations. 


av 


[2M 


1 were aſſembled, they palled by together. . They ſaw - 
wondled, and 


e frre round ahout ber, and the lory in the midſt of her. 5 
| C not ; 


= 
: 


© She hath ber will round about 


ber God is: unto ber 2 wal} ef conjusctien, he is Lewie 


her wall of ſeparation: from the world lying in wicked- 


- nels. And, as it is the indiſpen ble quay a her ſpiritual 
guides, fo. to: keep un bs hangen of: her ieipline, as: to 
8 . utmoſt of their power, they 
. re e vile « That is is Tn. | 


parate berween 
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if 1 
11 


appoint 
badge of -diſkaRian: between 
we; and thoſe, e 
1 in wradtice, vitbly declare 1 
be e 
is to this deſign of their inſtitution N 
Mo eifelrer femirds of the grace of 'God? » 1 
5. We may ſee, that every attempt to raze Zion; 
the foundation, is not only beyond 
alſo moſt vain and fooliſh, and muſt, in the iſſue, 
abortive, "The no earth may ſet t 
| oe? the” rulers * 


e and he who be 7 glory in the 
— the Shure, ſhall hol them in derifie 
The word. i ts 


and 


ki 


proſper 3 and chat every 
E {he ſhall condenm, Fa. Mv. 17. ric 
. We may fee, that che Chumch ee 
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9 . * 
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od 4 


expreſſion wicked, but 


on, PRI. '2, 37 . 
our of his mouth, .with „hom itüsim. 
to lie, 'That no weapon ſormed againſt Dion hall 
that ſtiall e 178 


have no Teafon to envy the men of the world of their © 


bey 


glory; what they lock upon to be their 
conſider che riches, honohrs, profits au, 


hafares.of 4 


Vain world, to be their glory. "The ſors of Laban, cal... | 


ied their cartle their glory, Gen. x&xXi1. 1. But the Church 
Has her God for her Tue Almigbty is her .gold, 
and ſhe hath plenty of ver. „ill be tlie — 5 in 


4c the midit of her faith the Lord.“ And to the fame. 


effect is that promiſe we have, Ha. lc. 19, The Lond 
< ſhall be unto thee an everlaſting light; and thy God thy 
40 Nenne 3 The glory 
ſhall continue with hem, When all earthly pomp! wen * 
dor, tall be put under en everlaſting val. 
5. We may fee, how much we hould make bak findy 
and endeavour, ta, hold fait by a God in Chritt, vonſtrain- 


of the Cherch and people of God 


ing_ him by che prayer of faith en bids wi os. e : 


preſence 


2 


— 
1 


by . = | q — bye 2 = a 
. «4 * * 7 l f S s# « % wy CY 
= „ o 
fs - - * 13 = 
1999 
* * . = . 
y , * 5 * * 
we * 4 | 
= * - 
3 p F _ - 
— T4 * * 7 
b N * — - 
dy te 


8 HK 
ſeveral dow gh. 1. How © 
{ 8 to 98 but alſo to obſerve and 
- keep pure bones: nt ſuch religious worſinp;and ordi. 
: e eee in his worde, It i in the | 
way of our te teaching; our pebple carefully to 
* obſetve:all things atſoever he hath appointed aptly 
F - manded: us, (chough not for our ſo doing) that ve: * ye 
pet him to berrbünd e eee 9 
r- eee e eee 1 
8. We may ſee; Lav linhs| ſuch 2. would ee 


© Faithful tö Chriſt, and ſeek the good of ſpiritual 5255 2X 


lem, in a backſliding day, need to 4 js the reproach and 
- contempt that is poured upon them by an apoſtatifing ge. 
neration.. When reproached- for fog up a teſtimony 
for the covenanted principles of the Church of Scotland, 
and 'endeavour _ in; our places and ſtations,.to proſecute 
nde ends ther in oppoſition to the awful ſpeat. of 


apoſtaſy both in principle and practice, which is W 
Da Let us, inſtead of being aſhamed on that 


FJ bunt, rather 3 ſuch as — 4 ſhared vor Bebo 


| before. zus; in -rejoicing” that we are counted w 


$; ſuffer ſhame for his name, Acts v. 41. He is 
as h grace, endeavour to act faithſully for i fic 
that as their defence and glory, And wherein is 


MH the — . of, the world to be accounted of? 


9. Is the Lord the glory in the midl. of the Church? 
1 Then his Church and people ſhould glory in hj 1175 
is the indiſpenſible duty of all; the children of aon, Pf 
cl. 2. Let Iſrael rejoice in him that made him,; Let | 
i the children of Zion be joyful in their King.“ Let 
them rejoice and be very glad, in what be. is, in and to 
2 Jeruſalem. In what he has done for her already, and in 
What he is telling us he will ſtill continue to do for her; 
| - while he faith, by Iwill be unto her a wall of fire round 
«, about, and the glory in the midſt of her.” Ie A © 
10. Laſtly, We may ſee matter of comfort to ſuch as 
are caſt down on account of the low ſtate of matters in 
E the Church at this day. It is true, indeed, there are 
many ready to ys that matters are Nen comfortable at 
I}; 1 | W 
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of the prograls and advancement of; religion: But he 


ever deſirable theſe things may OT in wee 
are nevertheleſs low in the Church in jar day... 


- Purity in 
doing is greatly on W in this und, e 
boon, Þ now or time paſt: The 3 
violent iutruſt ie W 5 1 
2 1 —.— ate dally filled with! a ns 


niſtry, who, in 4 great meaftire, content wenne 
the fleece; vithodt | SITIO 1 
n dran, Tipe 1 


The ſword of diſcipline is fe 
galnſt ſuch as offer atry mite of — y againthe 
vailivg apoſtaſy' of the age. Ruch a Theme is of Ute "for 
up am us under the*ſpetiotis: and ' plauſible pretext of 
Catholic e for- Eraſtians, Inde pendenrs, SE, - 
with Preſbyterians, in mini erial and chriſtian comm̃union; 
whereby an unthinking neration is tempted to belteve, 
either, that the glorious Head-of the Church has wppbins. * 
ed no certain form of government to be obſerved here.” - 
in; or elſe, that it is not wortk fhe contending for, Ad 
though the Lord, in his adorable providence, Has, im hs 
kindnefs to the generation, brought a teſtimony to the 
field, againſt the preſent courſe of backfliding from al. 
' tained-unto reformation”; it is to be lamented, chat fail 
teſtimony, in place of having the deſired effect, is, by the 
bulk of the generation, e treated -as the object of - 
their rage, ſcorn and contempt; or elſe, in a careleſs*antl 
indifferent manner, totally n Cleo : J while few,” compa- 
ratively conſidered, are diſpoſed to take part with it, 88 -4 
endeavour; "through grace, to proſecute the ends of it. 
But however low matters are with us, and *thougly” the 
'night ſhould yet be darker ;' yet, none wh6!defirs” to f. 
vour the duſt of Zion, need deſpair of a reviving time; 
but let them look to the promiſe in the text} and che mu. 3 
ny like words; the Lord has put upon record for the com- 
fort of the mourners” in Zion. And let them remember, | 
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for ever and ever; 3 even ; 

| | ranto, death, Pſal. xIviti.- x 25 13, 14. | ; 

A Lt us be exhorted; not 10 fall under unbelie _ 
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is hand- to carry i forward Let us then u dailyiee 
ami all what bs e en e 
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